
Ernest Hemingway: Life & Legacy

Ernest Hemingway (1899–1961) was an American novelist, short story writer, and journalist
whose spare, unadorned prose helped define 20th-century literature. Born in Oak Park,
Illinois, Hemingway worked as a reporter before serving as an ambulance driver in World War
I, an experience that shaped much of his later writing. After the war, he became part of the
“Lost Generation” of expatriates in Paris, where he honed his craft among contemporaries like
F. Scott Fitzgerald and Gertrude Stein. Hemingway’s hallmark style—direct, economical, and
rich in subtext—emerged in early works such as In Our Time (1925) and The Sun Also Rises
(1926), which captured the disillusionment of postwar youth. He achieved lasting acclaim with
A Farewell to Arms (1929), a tragic romance set against World War I. His adventurous life
fueled much of his fiction: For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940) drew on his experiences in the
Spanish Civil War, while The Old Man and the Sea (1952), a tale of endurance and struggle,
earned him the Pulitzer Prize and contributed to his 1954 Nobel Prize in Literature. Beyond
writing, Hemingway lived boldly—safari hunting in Africa, deep-sea fishing in Cuba, and
covering wars as a correspondent. His larger-than-life persona and relentless pursuit of
authenticity became inseparable from his work. In later years, health problems and
depression overtook him, and he died by suicide in 1961. Hemingway remains a towering
literary figure, known both for his adventurous spirit and his profound influence on modern
prose.
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